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In my work, | get to hear a lot of wonderful
speakers who are on stage just before or just
after | speak. Hanoch McCarty stands out in
my memory for an impassioned public thank
you to our mutual mentor Dr. Sidney B. Simon.

Hanoch had planned to use a Power Point
presentation in his thank you, but technology
failed him. So he drew pictures with his words
and enthusiasm - and drew us all into his story!

In fact we were all so rapt that no one in the
audience that night was missing when Hanoch
spoke again the next morning! He had all the
bells and whistles (I'm not kidding!) working
that morning, but his story - his heart-felt story
- is what | remember.

His title was The Awesome Power of Your
Story - which engaged and empowered every
one of us to remember funny and tender
stories that helped define who we became.
We laughed, we cried - and we learned!

Hanoch speaks from the heart - and his heart
motivates audiences! Whether your audience
is a classroom, a Grange meeting, an audito-
rium of 2000 people, or your own family, this
month’s book will give you important tips to
help light fires in their hearts and minds!

The August Book

Motivating Your Audience: Speaking from
the Heart, by Hanoch McCarty

Hanoch knows something about motivating
people to learn. He’s been a classroom
teacher in tough schools. He’s a top name on
the speaker’s circuit - working with schools,
corporations, and his newest passion,

Grandparents! (He was the principle editor of
Chicken Soup for the Grandparents’ Soul!)

On the very first page, however, Hanoch
states, “I have come to believe that it is nearly
impossible to motivate someone else.” Hmm...

He paints a pretty convincing picture. You're in
the front of the room and all these faces are
looking your way - bored, disinterested, full-
with-the-drama-of-their-own-lives faces. They
wonder why they're there. They wonder why
you're there. They wonder why anyone should
care.

And it's your job to make them care. Good
luck! You better have a copy of Hanoch’s book
because he goes on to give tremendous
guidance about how you can “tap into the
motivation that is already present in each
person” in your audience!

He helps you know how to guage what
motivates your audience, tailor your
presentation to meet their needs,

and calm your own fears. And

mostly he gives you tips on how to
prepare, own the presentation

space, and share your message ina ===
way that people in your audience will
actually be able to hear and apply to
their own lives!
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Besides sharing lots of ‘how-to’s’, Hanoch has
also included questionnaires, tons of examples,
a timeline for the week before you speak,
advice for the people introducing you, and
room set-up diagrams. It's everything you
need to know to prepare and deliver a knock-
out talk!



Just One Idea

Groups are never homogenous. Hanoch
reminds his readers that any group -
regardless of why they come together - is
made up of individuals who come with their
own sets of motivations and lack thereof.
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How do you know people’s needs? Do your
homework. Talk with the group’s leaders
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September 20, | kick off a semester of distance
learning courses. I'll be teaching two sessions of
the School-Age Care Credential Prep Course -
using the same technology as my telewebinars!
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